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The Fall and Winter start an exciting season at Good
Shepherd School. Inside this issue, you'll find

celebrations and learning of all kinds. Field trips, fall
plays, holiday events, visits from the Superintendent,

and fundraisers--our students are doing it all.
 

We hope you and your families enjoyed the
Christmas season as much as we did. 

 
We wish you the happiest New Year!

A Season of Celebrations
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GROWING  IN  COMMUNITY

STORY  T IME  IN  PJS
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Dressed in their pajamas, on a rainy
winter morning, the 7th and 8th graders
paired up with students from our PreK
and read Christmas storybooks
together. It was a great opportunity for
our oldest and youngest students to
spend time together.

ANNUAL  WALK -A -THON

THANKSGIV ING  

FOOD  DRIVE

Every year,
Student
Council
organizes a
Food Drive.
Each class is
assigned a
type of food to
bring, and all
of the students
work together
to divide the
food into
decorated
brown bags to
send to our
food bank.

We gathered as a school
community to join in
thanksgiving with each
other. We enjoyed a
delicious meal and
Thanksgiving prayers,
poems, and songs
performed by each class,
from our 3K students to
our 8th graders!

Every year, the GSS students raise
money for the Walk-A-Thon. On a
perfectly sunny Monday in November,
the 4th - 8th grade took to Inwood Hill
Park to complete their Walk-A-Thon.
The students raised over $6,000 for the
school! Way to go!

THANKSGIV ING

COMMUNITY  MEAL
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SECOND  GRADE  SOLAR

SYSTEMS  PROJECT
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ROBOTICS  CLUB

At the first meting pictured here, the students
learned what STEM is and came up with ideas for
their own robots that can solve a problem. They
drew their robots with labels and an explanation of
what the robot does. We are excited to see what the
year brings for these student engineers!

GROWING  IN  KNOWLEDGE

The 2nd grade worked hard on their solar system projects.
Each student was assigned a specific planet in the solar
system to research and present. They presented their
projects in the auditorium before their class and Principal
Mrs. Lavery, and then answered questions from their
classmates. Great work!

K -3  F IELD  TR IP  TO  THE  BOTANICAL  GARDENS

The Kindergarten through 3rd Grade took a field
trip to the Botanical Gardens in October! They
had the chance to explore soil, plant, and water
the garden to discover ways plants grow and
change seasonally. They searched for plant parts
we eat and got to taste freshly harvested
vegetables. They even potted their very own basil
plants to take and grow at home!

Every
Thursday, the
Robotics
program meets
after school led
by our 2nd and
3rd grade
teachers, Ms.
Miralle and
Ms. Gasparino.
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GROWING  IN  FAITH
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6TH  AND  7TH  GRADE

TRIP  TO  ST .  PATRICK 'S

CATHEDRAL

The 6th and 7th Grade classes took a field trip to
St. Patrick's Cathedral. They learned about the
history of the cathedral, the architectural 
 structure, and went on a tour to visit the
different altars. The students were able to stand
on the altar and see the organs and the cathedral
chair. Tying in with what the students are
learning in Science class, they learned that the
structure is made by metamorphic rock marble,
which is easy to carve but not easy to build
without machines--every stone was layered by
hand! It was a great visit, and ended with a trip
to see the Rockefeller Christmas tree!

Congratulations to
our 8th graders
who received their
class rings at our
Ring Ceremony
Mass. An unending
symbol of their
faith in God and
connection to each
other and Good
Shepherd.

8TH  GRADE  RING  CEREMONY

CELEBRAT ING

CHRISTMAS

Christmas marks a time for togetherness and celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ. This season we celebrated with Christmas
shows, where K-8th grade students sang various Christmas
carols, and a Christmas Pageant performed by the PreK and
Kindergarten with a special middle school choir.

The 3rd Grade
class performs
during the
Christmas Show.

Some of our  7th
Grade girls
after their
Christmas Show
performance.

The 8th Grade
class following
their final
Christmas Show at
Good Shepherd.

The 3K, UPK,
and Kindergarten
at the Christmas
Pageant. The
pageant was
accompanied in
song by the middle
school choir.
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L ITTLE  WOMEN ,  FALL  PLAY

PERFORMANCES

We had a successful weekend of performances of
"Little Women." The cast and crew were made up of
4th - 8th graders, and students not only acted in the
play, but ran the lights, spotlight, sound, and moved
set pieces and props. We welcomed almost 200
audience members between our performances.
 
Looking ahead, the students are excited to audition
for the spring musical in January!

SUPERINTENDENTS

VIS IT  TO  GSS Superintendent of Schools Michael Deegan and
Superintendent of Manhattan Region Joseph Tweed visited
Good Shepherd on December 5, 2019. They visited
classrooms to meet students and teachers and see the
wonderful work happening. Then, we gathered in the
auditorium for a preview performance of "Little Women"
by our Theater students, and then Mr. Deegan and Mr.
Tweed were presented with gifts from our students. Thank
you Mr. Deegan and Mr. Tweed for visiting!



The Good News, Winter 2020

PAGE 6 VOLUME 7, ISSUE 2

We love seeing our graduates excel as they move into their futures
and careers. In this issue, we are spotlighting Ms. Anai Angel '09 who
is now the Kindergarten teacher!
 
Ms. Angel received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology with a
minor in Early Childhood / Childhood Education from CUNY-
Lehman College in 2018. She recently completed her Masters Degree
in Childhood Education with a bilingual extension. We asked Ms.
Angel some questions about how GSS has changed since she was here
as a student. She noted the expansion and improvements, and that
"today there are more activities for students to engage in."

ALUMNI  SPOTL IGHT Anai Angel

Ms. Angel on her
graduation day from
CUNY-Lehman College.

STUDENT  SPOTL IGHT Valeria Martinez
In each issue, we will be spotlighting a student who shows
excellence in the classroom and in our community!
 
In this issue, we are spotlighting Valeria Martinez, an 8th grade
student.
 
Valeria is attending Dominican Academy next year and is a
recipient of the FRA Angelico Scholarship, in the total amount
of $20,000. The scholarship is one of the school's highest
academic honors awarded to only a few of the many
outstanding students to apply to Dominican Academy and
participate in the Scholarship Interview and Exam each year.
Valeria was also accepted into St. Jean Baptiste High School and
Ursuline Academy with a scholarship.

We asked Valeria about her time here at GSS. Her favorite thing about being a GSS student is the "amazing
community I have with my peers and teachers."Valeria's favorite subject is ELA, and she also participates in the
Theater Program as the spotlight operator and an officer in Student Council. 
 
Looking toward high school, Valeria is "most excited about getting to meet new people and make new friends."
When asked about what lesson she's learned at GSS that she'll take with her: "Always do things to the best of my
ability no matter what the circumstances are." We are so proud of you, Valeria, and all that you have
accomplished so far! We wish you the best of luck in high school and beyond!

"My time at Good Shepherd was very special. Throughout the years of attending school
here, the teachers and other faculty members helped me become the person I am today.
The teachers always looked out for the students and built relationships with us. They
helped me get ready for high school. My 7th-grade teacher is who inspired me to become
an educator. She not only played her role as a teacher but also made sure that her
students came first whenever it seemed like we were going through something."
 
"As a teacher at Good Shepherd, I hope to teach all my students that’s it’s okay to not
know something. I am here to help them understand and learn. I also want them to make
memories which they will look back at in their future like I did."We asked Ms. Angel what
she enjoys about returning as a teacher at Good Shepherd, "What I enjoy about working
as a teacher at Good Shepherd today is that the same welcoming feeling is still here. All
the teachers, staff, and students are more than just that. They are a community that cares
for each other, and I am happy to join it."We are happy to have you back at Good
Shepherd, Ms. Angel, and our Kindergartners are lucky to have you as their teacher!
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Stay in touch on
social media!

Alumni of Good Shepherd School are invited to
join the FoGSS alumni community! 
 
 Network with alumni, stay up-to-date with the latest
school and alumni news, find out about upcoming
events and collaborate with fellow alumni.
 
Visit www.fogss.org or contact 
Meghan Ginley, 
Director of Marketing and Development at
meghanginley@gsschoolnyc.org or 
by calling 212-567-5800.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
goodshepherdschoolnyc

Instagram:
@gsschoolnyc

Twitter:
@gsschoolnyc

JO IN  FR IENDS  OF

GOOD  SHEPHERD

SCHOOL

GOOD  SHEPHERD  I S  GOING  GREEN !

Please share with us your updated email address
so we can add you to our mailing list! Once on
the list, you will receive: electronic issues of The
Good News sent quarterly and other FOGSS and
GSS community updates and reminders!
 
Email us at: meghanginley@gsschoolnyc.org


