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Good Shepherd School once again opened it's blue
doors on the morning of September 5th, 2019 just
the same as it did in 1925, to a crowd of smiling
students in their blue and yellow uniforms and their
families. For the first time in fifteen years, our
opening day enrollment exceeded 300 students.
Morning prayer was said in a packed auditorium,
and the school year officially began! See how the
school year began and what it has in store inside
this issue.

A Fresh Start and a New Year



FAMILY  LUAU
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A yearly tradition and a great 
way to celebrate the new 
school year as a community, 
students, families, and GSS faculty and staff
partied the night away at our Family Luau!
Thank you to the GSS Parents Association for
making the event so wonderful, and to all of the
volunteers who helped out.
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F IELD  DAY

GROWING  IN  COMMUNITY

GSS  THEATER

STUDENTS  REHEARSE

FOR  "L ITTLE  WOMEN "

CLUBS  AND  AFTER -SCHOOL

ACT IV IT IES  KICK  OFF !

Students in the upper
grades vote on their
class representatives
for Student Council.

Dancing off the
Mondays! Students
participate in DARE
Dance every Monday
after-school.

Students in
grades 4-8
auditioned for
"Little Women,"
the fall play.
Pictured is the
cast at their first
table read of the
script.
 
Rehearsals will
last into
December, and
performances are
December 6-7!

Taking advantage of summer-like
weather, our K-8 students took to
Inwood Hill Park for Field Day, a
chance to get to know new classmates
and begin the year with some friendly
competition and teamwork!



HIGH  SCHOOL  FAIR
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STATE  TEST  SCORES

We are proud to announce that our state test
scores have increased in both Math and

English, 4% and 10% respectively!

GROWING  IN  KNOWLEDGE

We believe it is never too early to think about high school! 6th
- 8th Grade students and their families joined us at our annual
High School Fair. We are grateful to the many high schools in
attendance to educate and answer questions our families. Some
of our high schools included Regis High School, St. Jean
Baptiste, Mount St. Michael's, Cathedral, Mount St. Ursula.It is
wonderful to see many GSS alumni returning as ambassadors
for their high schools. We believe there is a perfect fit for every
student!

THIRD  GRADE

PUBL ISH ING  PARTY

We love to celebrate hard work! All of third grade finished
publishing their first fictional narratives this month. They
celebrated by having a writing celebration. Each student

shared their stories with their peers and wrote compliments
on post-it’s. They added the post-it’s to their writing

celebration chart. Then, they had munchkins and juice to
celebrate their accomplishments!



GROWING  IN  FAITH
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7TH  AND  8TH  GRADE  RETREATS

For a full school day, the 8th and 7th graders had a spiritual
retreat. The themes of the retreat included repentance, how to
transform the world with faith, love, and charisma.
 
The students who participated said the retreat gave them the
opportunity to be closer to God and how to take a moment every
day to renew their faith. 
 
One student commented how the retreat taught them how better
to work together and how to get along.Students performed skits,
read stories of the Saints and asked each other discussion
questions, and participated in whole-group discussions and
projects--all in an effort to become closer to God.

Good Shepherd students, teachers, and faculty celebrate
Mass of the Holy Spirit with Fr. Tom and Fr. Luis, pastor

of St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church. Thank you for
coming to visit Good Shepherd, Fr. Luis! 

 
We've welcomed many students from the Tolentine

community into our school, and the students enjoyed
seeing a friendly face.  We are blessed to end the week as a

community with our weekly Friday afternoon mass.

FR IDAY  MASS



VOLUME 7, ISSUE 1 PAGE 5

The Good News, Fall 2019

Violet played the role of Gertrude
McFuzz in our 2019 production of
"Seussical, Jr." the musical

STUDENT  SPOTL IGHT

Violet Villoch
In each issue, we will be spotlighting a student who shows excellence
in the classroom and in our community!In this issue, we are
spotlighting Violet Villoch, a 6th grader at Good Shepherd. Violet is a
busy bee at GSS! She is involved in DEA Dance club, the Theater
Program, Choir, and Student Council. Outside of school, she takes
dance lessons twice a week."My favorite thing about being a Good
Shepherd student is the school community." Violet says her favorite
subject is ELA and if you ever find her outside of school, she will
"almost always be reading a book." 
 
Violet balances academics and extracurriculars well and is a recipient
of the The Damian Meehan Memorial Scholarship.

Violet is playing Jo, the passionate, adventurous, and brave March sister in
Little Women. "I love that Jo is very independent and has very strong
opinions, sort of like me!" She is excited to be in the cast to get to know all of
the other cast and crew members, and is looking forward to tech week! "It's
so fun to see the production in its final form."
 
"When I graduate from GSS in a couple years, I will always remember to not
only have one or two friends, but to branch out and be friends with more
people!" We love that our students know the importance of friendship and
community.Congratulations to Violet on all she has accomplished and
continues to do! We are proud to have her as part of our Good Shepherd
School community, and we hope you catch her as she graces the stage as "Jo"
in December!

The GSS Theater Program is proud to announce
the fall play...
 
LITTLE WOMEN
 
Performances will be 
Friday, December 6th at 7pm and 
Saturday, December 7th at 2pm 
in the GSS auditorium. Tickets on sale at the door
or online at gsschoolnyc.org/theater-program

YOU 'RE  INV ITED . . .
Featuring the talents of the 4th - 8th grade, share
this timeless and enduring classic about the
March sisters’ journey from childhood to
maturity during the American Civil War.
 Audiences of all generations will enjoy
acquainting — or reacquainting — themselves
with the sisters:  Meg, the eldest; Jo, the high-
spirited tomboy; Amy, the self-centered beauty;
and gentle Beth, as well as their beloved
Marmee and Father. 
 
Together the March family learns to endure
both good times and bad as they share the joys
and pains of growing up. Interlaced with
warmth, family loyalty and traditional values, all
these important events provide us with a better
understanding of our own lives.  Penned by
Louisa May Alcott 140 years ago, this much-
loved classic tale’s message is still relevant for
audiences today.
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We love seeing our graduates excel as they grow into young adults. In this
issue, we are spotlighting Alexa Rodriguez, '16.Alexa is a senior at St. Jean
Baptiste High School, and very involved in her school life. The most
noteworthy being the Health Professions Recruitment and Exposure Program
at Weill Cornell Medical College (HPREP) and a summer internship at Lenox
Hill Hospital. "At HPREP and Lenox Hill, I shadowed physicians and learned
more about the workings of the brain and the body." She has also been
involved in several volunteer programs, including Dancing Dreams and Global
Thinking, Local Action, Universal Impact (GLU): Altagracia Faith and Justice
Works. "My fondest memories come from Dancing Dreams, where I assisted
handicapped children in creating and performing a dance recital."Alexa is also
a 2019-20 National Hispanic Scholar. She has also taken on many leadership
positions at St. Jean's, including: Co-President of the National Honors Society;
President of the National English Honors Society; and a member of the
National Spanish Honors Society. In her senior class, Alexa ranks number two
out of eighty-four students.

ALUMNI  SPOTL IGHT

Alexa Rodriguez

."Good Shepherd School taught me how to work in a community. The diverse group of people I met at Good
Shepherd prepared me to welcome new members to the large group I now call my "family." My fellow alumni and
I formed a close bond while we were at Good Shepherd. Learning how to adapt to their personalities gave me a
head-start in forming well-established relationships with my current classmates, teachers, and others I have met
throughout my high school career. The community at Good Shepherd was so close-knit that I am still, in fact, best
friends with a young woman named Christine; we met when we were only five years old.

One thing I will never forget about Good Shepherd is their
motto: "Let the children come to me." The greatest lesson I took
away from my time at Good Shepherd was to love people
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, or background. All
people have a right to feel needed and loved, regardless of who
they are or what they've done in the past. I hope this message is
one that becomes truth for everyone around the world in the
coming years, especially considering the current state of our
environment and government."Thinking ahead about college,
Alexa is interested in majoring in Psychology.  We are so proud
to see our graduates flourish into great leaders, thinkers, and
great examples of young men and women. Congratulations
Alexa, on all you have achieved so far! We are excited to see what
your bright future has in store.

Alexa is pictured here working on a procedure as part of
her summer internship at Lenox Hill Hospital.
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Stay in touch on
social media!

Alumni of Good Shepherd School are invited to
join the FoGSS alumni community! 
 
 Network with alumni, stay up-to-date with the latest
school and alumni news, find out about upcoming
events and collaborate with fellow alumni.
 
Visit www.fogss.org or contact 
Meghan Ginley, 
Director of Marketing and Development at
meghanginley@gsschoolnyc.org or 
by calling 212-567-5800.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
goodshepherdschoolnyc

Instagram:
@gsschoolnyc

Twitter:
@gsschoolnyc

JO IN  FR IENDS  OF

GOOD  SHEPHERD

SCHOOL

GOOD  SHEPHERD  I S  GOING  GREEN !

Please share with us your updated email address
so we can add you to our mailing list! Once on
the list, you will receive: electronic issues of The
Good News sent quarterly and other FOGSS and
GSS community updates and reminders!
 
Email us at: meghanginley@gsschoolnyc.org


